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Group of schools
in Montpellier
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The school unit
is part of
Montpellier’s
dynamic for
development, the
aim being to
connect the city
with the sea. The
school is set on a
small triangular
plot of land, in
keeping with the
urban policy for
densifying a new

residential area.
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Group of schools
in Montpellier
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The ground floor 1is|
taken up by the
nursery school and

the centre for

. " |before- and

afterschool
activities.

The primary school
occupies the other
two floors, with

its playground on

top of the nursery

s school .

DIBNRRBFDROGLTF

BRE—E, ALAMIMUE
ERIBERHNRE, )
S0 ST 2 EMBEE

8, mEEsMENDIBBISE
FUA T 4 )L E I ETREEE




XN3j1Ing HusY,

9110}AIBSUOD)

HEBRENES A MER —YZHES

268

= /

EERRIFESSFT Dominique Coulon & associés 21T ¥ —FmfiIE R —IN/Rte S RN RISEE R, IXEET#H L SASE
R T/ NS £, SRR, EOEERNE, EELMRININRAE RIENIEE, L EEN UIAEZm
SRR, EIE 7SR 508, Rah; b, 4.

ZENEGSHIgETET—F, Ba7TIE. Rlbt. ABESEEE. BBE. TEHALURSHEANTIFE. RitIhE
BANER VTR ERREIMETRN 7 BN ERNERE, HENTEEFHIIESRE R, XLBFEE
ESTIRETEENUSBLTRIR, ERFDRIF XSS AXRESESRNTER THRAISE.. SEMERE
TIRESHOIS(, BIEARRGEHERIBERE T 1879 FN 7T LB R FRHA MO ERIIUREIMGR . (AN E
ARBHERRAINO T BEEXREINE : FFAITATINE SEiER R LB RISEAIKE, &40, R RAiEER. N
FELE, BRERIUNEFTATHES, £FE TEREXNE, BiBEMNSREGNEETEEE 7 LR,
I TR EERPTEANERES

IRAIAS, BB AN AN RESE RERS ARBAIMETS, Dominique Coulon & associés AABHISRAE T IKE
R DR R SIRN A (EBZBIN B ZASH LHRX, HREFIRESEA TR, IhmAENERE
MAEZMEREITSEEE, X—IERk, ERNNPMA, GEHLRBEIMEZNEE . SRR _ZHE, ERIMR
BTNIERENSEEFELINE, BIEREMBENNEEII SN SIMIEZIREE, (iR HEIEESa AR
BIEHERTT, XBAFEAERESAVEEN T SHAMEE, B8 T IRBES, HERNAASHYIIZERM
T ERRVAERE

‘Henri Dutilleux’
Conservatoire

Photo courtesy of
Dominique Coulon &
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The building is
located in the
upper part of the
town. It backs
onto the woods,
forming the final
outlying limit

of the built-up
area. Echoing the
open landscape,
it faces to
Belfort Lion

on the hilltop
opposite. In this
strong context,
the building offers
its solidity, an
almost opaque mass
of grey concrete.
The surface of
the mass has an
unusual texture,
hinting at plants
or the veins in

marble.
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The building
contains two
auditoriums,
a theatre, a

large dance

room, a library,

classrooms,

administrative

offices, and a

host of studios

with varied

volumes and areas.

The acoustics of

each studio

is designed to

suit one
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BIREE The areas appea

to fit into each
other. Empty areas
are hollowed out
of this compact
mass, creating
relationships
between the
different levels.
The entrance
hall is on an
unexpected scale.
The library seems q
to be suspended,
marking out the

cross-section and
serving as a gian
deflector. The

central patio i
the darkest area.|

Its colour and
its negative drip
design reverse
the codes of the
louter envelope. It

is the ultimate

expression off
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Transit routes
receive natural
lighting from
the patios and
tall openings.
The classrooms
are open at
either end, and
hence face both

north and south.

This produces
ideal lighting
conditions, as
well as natural
cooling by the
passage of air
through the
classrooms from
one end to the
other.
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+ \The volumes

are designed

as autonomous
elements which
._ appear to slide
over each other,

for sections of
the playground.

Each volume is in

a different colour

i
E—"" or material.

276 277

e . MREFERHES
(BERIAEERHE, WRRARRME

| BE—E, BIFESHT
iEEinitz £, ARFIIE

I REEFIPEYE

i

ol




