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Dominique Coulon has worked like a skilled surgeon, cutting, stitching, removing and adding

in all the right places, all with the utmost precision. In this project, he has cut through the roof
so that light floods in through new skylights. He has created transparency in the public areas
- the eating area, for instance, is wide open to two roads opposite. All this has been decorated
judiciously with color: Coulon’s favourite color - red, a vibrant color, capable of brightening
space, particularly in conjunction with his yellows and pinks. On the ground floor, to define the
space occupied by the hall, Dominique Coulon allows himself a greal deal of freedom, although
it is extremely well-controlled, by playing with curved walls and ceilings, like Le Corbusier
at his best. He does without color and plays exclusively with natural finishes and white, so
that these curved shapes are visible from the street. The contrast between the foursquare
rectangular shape of the classrooms and the use of curves in this public ground floor area is
a great success. On the inside there is a room for the youngest children in which it is not only
the walls and ceiling that are curved - the floor is also curved, and soft. Light filters through the
skylights in the roof, scattering reflections, and through the wall through a number of chinks in

a random pattern; it is tinted pink by the reflections, in clear contrast with a few whitish grey

areas, creating an almost surrealistic space where the children will have no trouble dreaming.
On the outside, the facades have been renovated very simply. They are more open and more
crystallized, tempered by vertical sun-screens in shiny stainless steel which, in addition to
providing protection from strong sunlight, will produce some incredible effects.
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