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8º Congreso Internacional de Arquitectura Blanca, Valencia, 7, 8 y 9 de Marzo de 2018

Dominique Coulon & Associés 

Dominique Coulon was born in 1961. In 1989 he graduated with 
the professor and architect Henri Ciriani and created his own stu-
dio. In 1990, received a special prize for the international com-
petition of The Japan Culture House in Paris. In 1991, He won la 
Villa Medicis hors les murs and travels in USA, South America and 
Europe. In 1996, he received the1ère œuvre prize for the Collège 
Pasteur in Strasbourg. He had been nominated several tomes for 
‘Equerre d’Argent’ in 1999, 2002 and 2006 and received in 2006 
the prize of the Florilège d’Etablissements d’Enseignement Exem-
plaires du PEB organized by OCDE for the Martin Peller school 
in Reims. In 2008 the agency was nominated to the Swiss Ar-
chitectural Award. At the same time it was nominated at the Eu-
ropean Union Prize for Contemporary Architecture – for the Mies 
van der Rohe Award in regards to its Centre Dramatique Nartional 
de Montreuil. Concepts for sustainable development, respect for 
historical context and responsibility towards the environment and 
its ecologies are amongst the main concerns for the agency. In 
parallel to his architectural production, Dominique Coulon teaches 
at the Ecole d’Architecture de Strasbourg where he founded the 
Masters program: Architecture and Complexity. To find a new dy-
namic approach to each architectural project, the agency’s meth-
odology draws upon the rich exchange of information stemming 
from interdisciplinary work. Complexity becomes the catalyst for 
the architectural project.

Since 2008 the agency became Dominique Coulon & associés 
with Olivier Nicollas and Steve Letho Duclos as partners archi-
tects. Benjamin Rocchi became partner architect in 2014.

 

The studio has been received numerous awards: 

 · 2010_Laureate, The International Architecture Award, for its Con-
servatory of Music in Maizières-les-Metz. 

 · 2011_Laureate, The International Architecture Award for the Li-
brary in Anzin, it also received the Prize for the “most beautiful 
interior space” awarded by the French magazine Livres Hebdo.

 · 2012_Laureate of the 24 heures d’Architecture, for the Joséphine 
Bake’ group of schools at La Courneuve and the library in Anzin. 

 · 2012_Nominated ECOLA Award 2012, for the Joséphine Baker 
group of schools at La Courneuve.

 · 2013_Special Mention, Architizer A+ Awards, for the Joséphine 
Baker group of schools at La Courneuve.

 · 2014_Laureate and special mention of the jury, of the Sustainable 
Building Award given by the CAUE 95 (Council  for Architecture, 
Town planning and the Environment of the Val d’Oise Region) for 
the Regional court and Industrial Tribunal in Montmorency.

 · 2014_Laureate of the Pool Vision 2014 Award – Public Pools Glo-
bal for Restructuring and extension of swimming pool in Bagneux. 

 · 2015_Finalist, Architizer A+ Awards - Libraries and Government 
categories for the Regional court and Industrial Tribunal in Mont-
morency and the Multicultural centre in Isbergues.

 · 2015_Special Mention, Architizer A+ Awards, Typology Recrea-
tion Centres for Restructuring and extension of swimming pool 
in Bagneux. 

 · 2015_Laureate, The International Architecture Award for the Mul-
ticultural centre in Isbergues and the Restructuring and extension 
of swimming pool in Bagneux. 

 · 2015_Nominated, BigMat’15 Awards - for the Tribunal in Mont-
morency, Swimming Pool in Bagneux and the Multicultural centre 
in Isbergues.
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There is a broad forecourt area that disappears underneath the 
building.  The public uses the monumental staircase leading to the 
inside courtyard and the main foyer.  This is a wide area, open to the 
sky, treated with phosphorescent paint.  In the evening it continues 
to glow with a strange light.

The building houses a mixed programme.  It comprises premises 
for local teenagers, an extra-curricular centre for schoolchildren, a 
community hall, an auditorium, and a music school.

These functions are brought together in a monolithic building.  The 
programming complexity is managed on the inside in a single build-
ing.  The juxtaposition of the combined programmes greatly en-
riches the building, with each entity standing out in contrast to the 
others.

The outside of the building reveals little of the programme on the 
inside – only the large bay windows allow a glimpse of the commu-
nity hall.  It is possible to catch sight of the ephemeral movements 
of the dancers. 

There is abundant natural light, with the highly coloured patios pro-
viding their own special light.  This configuration of patios also pro-
tects the areas from disturbance from the nearby motorway.

The building is not designed merely as an elongated monolith, how-
ever.  The outside curls round progressively, finally absorbing the 
two levels devoted to the music school.  This curling adds dynamic 
impetus to the general outline, and the vanishing lines of the vol-

MUSIC SCHOOL AND AREAS FOR 
CULTURE, MAIZIERES-LES-METZ 

Type of project: Music school and areas for culture · Client: City 
of Maizieres-Les-Metz · Architect: Dominique Coulon · Project 
Director: Steve Letho Duclos et Sarah Brebbia · Project Architects: 
Arnaud Eloudyi, Olivier Nicollas, Eun chu Park · Structural 
Engineer: Batiserf Ingénierie · Mechanical Engineer: G. Jost · 
Cost calculation: E3 Economie · Acoustic: Euro Sound Project · 
Program: Music school, auditorium 130 seats, festive room, youth 
spaces · Surface Area: 3400 m2 SHON · Cost: 6 200 000 € H.T · 
Schedule: Competition: september 2005. Studies: January 2006 
to september 2006. Construction: January 2007 to june 2009 · 
Photographers: ©Eugeni Pons, ©Guillaume Wittmann.

Architect’s Statement

The music school is a monolithic block 100 metres long and 40 me-
tres wide.  It is sited perpendicular to the main road, projecting into 
the public area by 16 metres.  The building is set against a forest of 
giant sequoias, also aligned perpendicular to the main road.  The 
group forms a doorway marking the entrance to the town.
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MUSIC SCHOOL AND AREAS FOR CULTURE, MAIZIERES-LES-METZ

  2018, Universitat Politècnica de València

umes seem strangely disturbed.  The outer casing has the rustic ap-
pearance of everyday concrete – concrete that assumes its defects.

The building is in reinforced concrete, cast in situ, resting on piles.

In contrast, the materials used for the interior are precious.  The 
main hall is in light-coloured wood, while the ceiling allows glimpses 
of wonderful gilded surfaces through the large cavities, which gives 
the light a warm tinge.
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The primary logic consists of implementing very marked contrasts 
among the different areas: contrasting materials, contrasting col-
ours, contrasting light. 

The interior and the exterior are completely dissociated, with the 
rustic look of the outside being the diametrical opposite of the pre-
cious interior.

The auditorium is hung with tensed wires on its three sides.  The 
walls move with the slightest breath of air, revealing their thickness.  
The adjustable acoustic (controlled shutters) disappears behind this 
elegant filter.  The precious wood used for the flooring (wenge) rein-
forces the effect of a presentation box.

The extracurricular centre for schoolchildren is monochrome; the 
orange colour saturates the space, and the shiny resin flooring rein-
forces its highly artificial aspect. 
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‘HENRI DUTILLEUX’ CONSERVATOIRE OF 
MUSIC, DANCE AND DRAMATIC ARTS, 
BELFORT

Client: Communauté d’Agglomération Belfortaine · Architect: 
Dominique Coulon & associés, Dominique Coulon, Steve Letho 
Duclos · Architects assistants: Guillaume Wittmann, Lukas Un-
bekandt · Construction site supervision: Steve Letho Duclos, 
Lukas Unbekandt · Structural Engineer: Batiserf Ingénierie · 
Electrical Engineer: BEE.FL · Mechanical Plumbing Engineer: 
Solares Bauen · Cost Estimator: E3 économie · Acoustics: Euro 
Sound Project · Program: 32 classrooms, 6 collective classrooms, 
4 rehearseal collective rooms, 4 Studios · Auditorium: 140 seats, 
Amphitheater  : 70 seats, Dance Hall, Media library, Drama room, 
Percussion room · Location: 1 Rue Paul Koepfler, 90000 Belfort 
/ Localisation GPS  : 47.638133, 6.849939 · Surface: 3895 m2 ·  
Budget: 6 326 000 € H.T · Schedule: Competition: février 2011.
Plans and technical phases: from april 2011 to june 2012. Con-
struction: from june 2012 to september 2015 · Construction com-
panies: Earthworks, sewerage networks and road works (Eurovia), 
concrete structure (ALBIZZATI  Père & Fils), water proofing roofing 
(Soprema), metalworks (Antonietti), exterior joinery (Hunsinger), 
plastering (Curti), interior wood work (Negro Pere et Fils), wooden 
floors (STTS Tennis et sols), glued floors (Mirolo Pere et Fils), resine 
floors (Floorcolor), tiled floors (Petracca), concrete screed (De Ste-
fano), painting (Curti), heating and ventilation (EIMI), plombing and 
drainage (Beyler), electricity (Zanelec), exterior isolation(Pole bâti-
ment), elevator (Schindler) · Photographer : ©Eugeni Pons.

The building is located in the upper part of the town. It backs onto 
the woods, forming the final outlying limit of the built-up area. Ech-
oing the open landscape, it faces Belfort Lion on the hilltop oppo-
site. In this strong context, the building offers its solidity, an almost 
opaque mass of grey concrete. The surface of the mass has an 
unusual texture, hinting at plants or the veins in marble. It has been 
achieved by drip painting in two shades of blue. The drips of paint 
lend depth and thickness to the skin of the building. The surfaces 
vibrate in the light, apparently in motion – matter ceases to be static. 

The concrete monolith exudes an enigmatic presence. Only the vol-
ume of the dance room seems to be looking at the Lion, construct-
ed in 1879 as a symbol of resistance to the enemy. The building 
condenses a programme with varied volumes. The building contains 
two auditoriums, a theatre, a large dance room, a library, classrooms, 
administrative offices, and a host of studios with varied volumes and 
areas. The acoustic of each studio is designed to suit one specific 
instrument. The areas appear to fit into each other. Empty areas are 
hollowed out of this compact mass, creating relationships between 
the different levels. The entrance hall is on an unexpected scale. The 
library seems to be suspended, marking out the cross-section and 
serving as a giant deflector. The central patio is the darkest area. Its 
colour and its negative drip design reverse the codes of the outer 
envelope. It is the ultimate expression of density. 



99CIAB 8

  2018, Universitat Politècnica de València 

DOMINIQUE COULON & ASSOCIÉS

  2018, Universitat Politècnica de València 



100 CIAB 8

  2018, Universitat Politècnica de València

‘HENRI DUTILLEUX’ CONSERVATOIRE OF MUSIC, DANCE AND DRAMATIC ARTS, BELFORT

  2018, Universitat Politècnica de València



101CIAB 8

  2018, Universitat Politècnica de València 

DOMINIQUE COULON & ASSOCIÉS

  2018, Universitat Politècnica de València 



102 CIAB 8

  2018, Universitat Politècnica de València

‘HENRI DUTILLEUX’ CONSERVATOIRE OF MUSIC, DANCE AND DRAMATIC ARTS, BELFORT

  2018, Universitat Politècnica de València

0         5    10    25m

Basement floor
S.01 ventilation room
S.02 heating room
S.03 amphitheatre
S.04 technical room

Ground floor
0.01 amphitheatre
0.02 atrium
0.03 auditorium
0.04 air handling unit
0.05 reception desk
0.06 classroom
0.07 study room
0.08 storage room
0.09 resting room
0.10 technical room
0.11 office room
0.12 meeting room
0.13 drums classroom
0.14 forecout

First floor 
1.01 courtyard
1.02 void over atrium

1.03 auditorium
1.04 collective practices room
1.05 classroom
1.06 terrace
1.07 void over classroom
1.08 maintenance room

2nd floor plan
2.01 void over courtyard
2.02 void over bleachers
2.03 void over reception desk
2.04 dance studio
2.05 changing room
2.06 storage
2.07 drama classroom
2.08 classroom
2.09 collective practice room
2.10 studio
2.11 void over terrace
2.12 courtyard
2.13 void over classroom
2.14 teacher’s room
2.15 library
2.16 maintenance room

Basement floor

Ground floor

First floor

2nd floor

Roof 
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dance studio

classrooms

auditoriums

VUE PAYSAGÈRE SUR LA CITADELLE

VUE PAYSAGÈRE SUR LE BOIS D'ESSERT

Section
01 amphitheatre
02 storage room
03 atrium
04 auditorium
05 dance studio
06 library
07 classroom
08 courtyard
09 terrace

The dance studio lays onto the  
building programoffering a view over 
the citadelle

The hall as fluid space Courtyards, gaps and skylights bring
the light into the building

Program

Views and visual framings

0         5    10    25m
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‘LES CLOSIAUX’ GYMNASIUM, PUPIL 
INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE CENTRE, 
AND STAFF ACCOMMODATION IN 
CLAMART

Client: Conseil départemental des Hauts-de-Seine / Pôle 
Bâtiments et Transports / Services des Travaux Neufs et 
réhabilitations / Nanterre · Architect: Dominique Coulon 
& associés · Architects: Dominique Coulon · Architectes 
assistants: David Romero-Uzeda, Olivier Poulat, Chang Zhang, 
Steve Letho Duclos · Competition: Olivier Nicollas · Construction 
site supervision: Olivier Poulat · Structural Engineer: Batiserf 
Ingénierie · Mechanical Plumbing Engineer: BET G.Jost · 
Electrical Engineer: BET G.Jost · Cost Estimator: E3 économie 
· Acoustics: Euro sound project · Landscaping: Bruno Kubler · 
Program: Gymnasium / Outdoor sports area / Staff accomodation 
/ School yard · Address: Gymnase : 28 Rue des Closiaux 92140 

CLAMART / Location : 48,804406 N, 2,270708 E · Surface: 2596 
m2 · Budget: 7 400 000 € · Schedule:  Competition: September 
2010. Construction documents: from September 2010 to October 
2013. Construction works: from October 2013 to December 
2015 · Construction companies: COLAS (Asbestos disposal, 
Demolition). SNRB (Concrete structure, Metal structure, Roofing, 
UGlass facade, Water proofing, Exterior works). SEC FRANCE 
ASCENSEURS (Elevator). RS2I BATIMENT (Metalworks, fence, 
gates). NBA (Plastering, ceiling, interior wood joinery, signage, 
furniture). DE COCK (tiled floors). ARTMANIAC (Painting, glued 
floors). SERT (Plombimg, Heating, Ventilation). SPORT France 
(Sport equipements) · Photographer: ©Eugeni Pons.
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A completely transparent gallery offers views from the street of 
the outline of the changing rooms. The contrasts produced by the 
matte, shiny and transparent surfaces accentuate the impression of 
an abstraction of space.

The large hall has natural lighting on the upper part of all four sides, 
with opalescent glass diffusing a uniformly soft light. The ceiling ap-
pears to be in a state of levitation, and the structure is absorbed to 
the point of disappearance by the double thickness of the glass. 
The lower part of the hall comprises spaced vertical slats; one side 
of the slats is grey. The hollows house the technical services and 
the black-coloured acoustic treatment. These gaps reinforce the 
impression of depth and lend thickness to the whole. 

The grey concrete, the glass, and the shiny and matte surfaces are 
varied over the different spaces, creating a timeless atmosphere.

The building is located in a 1950s residential area in the Paris sub-
urbs. The large sports hall is positioned at the far end of the site, giv-
ing the street a degree of amplitude and generating a public space 
which reinforces the building’s status as a community facility. The 
volume of the accommodation is in keeping with the houses in the 
neighbourhood. The fragmentation of the programmes produces a 
displacement between the two volumes, offering glimpses of the 
central part of the site and opening up to views towards the gardens.

This dispersion of volumes is contradicted by a continuous canopy 
which breaks up the perspective by obliquely distorting and twisting 
the vanishing lines. As it unfolds, it creates an invisible balance be-
tween the various points of tension the length of the canopy.

The displacement of the volumes expands the space and sets up 
contradictory vanishing lines. This open, dynamic shape alters the 
perception of limits and loosens the usual relationships between 
street and site. Architecture ceases to be a border between public 
and private spaces – the building allows glimpses of what is usually 
concealed.
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Ground floor
0.01 entrance area
0.02 caretaker
0.03 boys’ changing room
0.04 girls’ changing room
0.05 multi-sports hall
0.06 storage area for sports hall
0.07 storage area for outdoor equipment
0.08 storage area for gymnastic equipment
0.09 activity hall
0.10 teacher’s office
0.11 outdoor sports area
0.12 guidance counsellors’ office
0.13 meeting room
0.14 documentation area
0.15 secretariat’s office
0.16 director’s office

1st floor
1.01 air treatment room
1.02 void over activity hall
1.03 void over gymnasium
1.04 studio
1.05 bedroom
1.06 living room
1.07 void over courtyard
1.08 terrace

2nd floor
2.01 terrace
2.02 void over terrace
2.03 living room
2.04 bedroom

Ground floor

1st floor

2nd floor

0   5    10    20m

0 5    10       20m
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South elevation

East elevation

Section

Section

0      5    10       20m

1 . The sports hall positioned at the far end of the site 
generates a public space

2 . The accommodation units slide into line with the 
houses in the neighbourhood

3 . The displacement of the two volumes connects the 
street with the central part of the site and the garden 
landscape

4 . Distortion of the volume to adapt to the line of the 
programme

5 . A canopy brings the whole together 6 . The vanishing lines distort the perspective and 
create a space for planting

7 . Geometric distortion releases elements that capture 
light and generate terracing

8 . The large hall has natural lighting on the upper part 
of all four sides

1 . The sports hall positioned at the far end of the site 
generates a public space

2 . The accommodation units slide into line with the 
houses in the neighbourhood

3 . The displacement of the two volumes connects the 
street with the central part of the site and the garden 
landscape

4 . Distortion of the volume to adapt to the line of the 
programme

5 . A canopy brings the whole together 6 . The vanishing lines distort the perspective and 
create a space for planting

7 . Geometric distortion releases elements that capture 
light and generate terracing

8 . The large hall has natural lighting on the upper part 
of all four sides
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