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André Malraux
Schools,
Montpellier

Design Dominique Coulon & associés - Dominique Coulon,
Steve Letho Duclos (www. coulon-architecte. fr)

Design Team Fanny Liénart, Olivier Poulat

Location Montpellier, France

Built Area 3,444m*

Construction Steve Letho Duclos, Olivier Poulat

Photographs Eugeni Pons

Editor Kim Eun-iji
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The school unit is part of Montpellier's dynamic for development, the aim
being to connect the city with the sea. The school is set on a small triangu-
lar plot of land, in keeping with the urban policy for densifying a new resi-
dential area.

The ground floor is taken up by the nursery school and the center for
before- and after- school activities. The primary school occupies the other
two floors, with its playground on top of the nursery school. The volumes
are designed as autonomous elements which appear to slide over each
other, with their cantilevering providing covering for sections of the play-
ground. Each volume is in a different color or material. The bays have been
designed according to their orientation and the level of light required.
Transit routes receive natural lighting from the patios and tall openings. The
first-floor classrooms can be accessed directly from the playground, with-
out having to pass through the rest of the building.

The classrooms are open at either end, and hence face both north and

south. This produces ideal lighting conditions, as well as natural cooling by
the passage of air through the classrooms from one end to the other.
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Corridor

Extracurricular activities room
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2nd Floor plan

50m

1st Floor plan

Elementary courtyd

1. Entrance hall
2. Office

3. Reception

4. Staff room

5. Meeting room

6. Extracurricular activities room
7. Activity room

8. Toilet

9. Classroom

10. Nursury hall

11. Sleeping room

12. Courtyard

13. Upper schoolyard
14. Sport court

15. Dining room

16. Kitchen

17. Practitioners room
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3rd Floor plan
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Exterior

ELEMENTARY UPPER COURTYARD NURSERY LOWER COURTYARD
protected from the winds protected from the winds
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