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The Cultural Centre in Bourg-la-Reine lies on a narrow plot right next to a high

embankment upon which a regional trainline runs. This plot is L-shaped and
leads out onto a small road hidden away. To build a public centre, such a plot
seemed far from ideal.

So building an edifice on this plot called for a design with which the structure
could stand out as a public building and find a legitimate place between the
vegetation-covered embankment and the neighbouring homes.

The watchword in this programme was connection. Indeed, we had to relate
many spaces with highly varied purposes to each other. These spaces included
a 250-seater theatre and its dressing rooms, two dance studios, rooms devoted
to languages and music, an exhibition space, rooms for adolescents and activi-
ties for parents and children, workshops for stringed instruments and visual

arts, a learning kitchen, a bar and, lastly, an administrative hub.

For us, a programme as rich and as quality-oriented as this one had to find spa-
tial expression worthy of it.

So we paid particular attention to the quality of the collective spaces. In doing
so, we placed the building’s entrance hall in the curve of the road so that the
edifice’s two sections, following the plot’s shape, would join in an open space
that would encourage encounters while offering views of the adjacent vegeta-
tion through glazing.

The open spaces implicitly join the different rooms together to make them
relate to each other better. The strangeness of the plot's geometry prompted
us to create an arrangement of oblique forms and folds that intertwine.
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Location 11 rue des Rosiers, 92340 Bourg-la-Reine, France
Function Cultural facility

Bldg. area 2,550n"

Photographer Eugeni Pons

SUX| ZHA 22 2t Q1 92340 2X|0Z 117}
B B

S 2 550m

AR {22

ieeiee
8

AR FREPRY AR K ERRVAYA] MBI R b & B W

Elevation I

F2 2f gjelo| 2ME= XY SRt ALPLE E2 S U2 ROl &2 FXof At
/5t UCE O] A= LA FEi= 7850 Q20 e B2 A A2 k22 o
ZEC. 33 MEE -5 |0l= 20K 0| 8X0|X| 2 SAIXY BUC

MEtA O] BX|0f HE2E MRV HlhME 33 UES2M ER0|UME, =X|2 F
Q1 St QI TS ALOJOfIA HET AAXIE HEE & Q= HAVHHAF,

O] Z2MEO| iy JHE2 "AUZE O|UFUCH M2 CIE 8= MOl LISt St
S8 R7IMC=E X3 |= 20| ZLE HMA7| TEYLICE 01218 SZH0i= 250
M 2o S 2, F e WA ARCOR A0 X o SEH, TA| 32 F
44 324 229 00|52 AT Y, ¥Y7| M X 012 AYY, U8 FY,
Bt 22|10 WY PFE fIeh S2H0| ZR|0{0F L.

e

X FooTl i

0T e VI TN e W TN S S B L e b S i1
T

Elevation I

S0 A, 0|4F SO 2 +FEE 276 T2 T2 10 2R 3
X B3 YYS H0topet k.

J[SREUL. 0|2 2o 22 VY &8 T2 [ FE20| R[S, S| HEl
E M2E F 4 A= A7} S| B2 SZ0IM 2 5= A=S ZAM. 01 S
U2 AIHS 22 ALY 2 DRE RS 2202t R2YS Sl XSt =X
E Y 5 AESF 510] /UL S ST = AAUCE

0] U FUS2 CIYS HES AFXE AAUGI0 M2 OS R7INSE HAE
M= BT} E3 S5 X9 YEl= R20A HIASSH HEfet ol 127t A
2 25 A= TYS USEE R



Jltural Centre in Bourg-la-Rein 77




78 New works

Detail section 1 Detail section It
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3rd floor plan 4th floor plan
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P.74 / Cultural Centre in Bourg-la-Reine

Dominique Coulon & Associes / Dominique Coulon + Letho Duclos

Dominique Coulon was born in the Jura region of eastern France in 1961 and studied architecture in Stras-
bourg and Paris-Belleville. After graduating in 1989, he set up his office in Strasbourg, in eastern France. In
1991, he won the Villa Medici Hors les Murs award and travelled in the United States, Latin America and
Europe,

Refusing to be limited by a pre-established method, Dominique Coulon seeks to explore different ways of
approaching projects in order to rethink spaces and uses.

He is spurred on by his reflexive and philosophical approach to design buildings that reflect spatial complex-
ity. Considering this complexity is an approach that gives the architect the freedom to deal with the hetero-
geneity of the project’s data, to construct unity. In this way, using an intuitive process that greatly depends
on the nature of the place, his architecture is always composed of dynamically imbricated elements.

In 2022 he was awarded the Golden Medal by the French Academy of Architecture.
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