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Dominique Coulon Dominique Coulon is born in 1961. In 1989 he is graduate with the professor and architect Henri Ciriani and he created his
own studio. In 1990, he receives a special prize for the international competition of The Japan Culture House in Paris. In 1991, He is the win-
ner of <la Villa Medicis hors les murs>. In 1996, he receives the <1ére ceuvre> prize for the college Pasteur in Strasbourg. He is several time
nominated at the prize list of the <Equerre d’Argent> in 1999, 2002 and 2006 and receives in 2006 the prize of the <Florilege d'Etablissements
d'Enseignement Exemplaires du PEB> organisated by OCDE for the school Martin Peller in Reims. In 2008 the agency was nominated to the Swiss
Architectural Award. During the same time it was nominated at the European Union Prize for Contemporary Architecture - for the Mies van der Rohe
Award in regards to its Centre Dramatique Nartional de Montreuil. Concepts for sustainable development, respect for historical context and respon-

sibility towards the environment and its ecologies are amongst the main concerns for the agency. Since 2008 the agency becomes 'Dominique Cou-

lon et associés' with Olivier Nicollas and Steve Letho Duclos as partners. Benjamin Rocchi became partner in 2014. >> www.coulon-architecte.fr
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The site offers an interface between the town and an inter-municipal park. The project
extrapolates this situation in terms of volume, positioning on the plot of land, and internal
organisation.

The project creates a broad courtyard in front of the park on one side and an alignment
with the town on the other. Its volumes slide over each other; they are covered with a
locally produced stainless steel skin, in 3 different finishes - satin, mirror and matte -
creating a kinetic effect reflecting the sunlight. This covering allows the building by turns
to disappear into the grey of the sky and to reflect light intensely.

The eye is drawn by the apparent complexity of the chaos, while broad transparent areas
serve as catalysts directing visitors towards the entrances to the building.

The internal organisation of the building is clear. One axis between the park and the town
crosses the project, thereby offering 2 entrances. The entire programme is grafted onto

this axis, with the theatre on one side and the media library on the other. This axis serves
as a federating interface. A dynamic arrangement of volumes and contrasting lights guide
the visitor from this area towards either the media library or the theatre.

The interior spaces are rich and varied. The theatre walls are in bush-hammered concrete,
which improves the acoustic. The different areas in the media library have been designed
with ergonomics in mind, and a number of different reading postures are proposed, using
a platform with a richly varied profile. The storytelling area is formed by continuous folds
which envelop the children in a confined space.

All along the proposed promenades, folding creates frames for a series of views out
over the contrasting landscapes. This new arrangement is designed as an intermediary

between the town and nature. written by Dominique Coulon & Associés
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1 MULTIMEDIA SPACE 4 TICKETING 7 THEATRE 10 BACKSTAGE
2 COLLECTION 5 WORKSHOP 8 STORAGE 11 DRESSING ROOM

3 MULTIPURPOSE ROOM 6 REHEARSAL ROOM 9 OFFICE 12 TECHNICAL ROOM
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